Speaking of Things Pertaining to the Kingdom 

Defining the Kingdom 

Act 1:3  To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 

Where is the kingdom?

Luk 17:20  And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: 

Luk 17:21  Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you. 

We find ourselves looking forward to a time in the future when we will be ushered into the kingdom where everything will be as we have always wanted it to be.  We look for a physical place.  God says, “It won’t come with observation.”  It is not a place seen with the eyes.  It is not a physical place.  It is a state of being that is within you.

What is the Kingdom?
Rom 14:17  For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

Col 2:16  Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: 

Col 2:17  Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. 

It is not about the law and what you must do in order to gain favor with God.  It is not about keeping rules and regulations.  It is about coming to the sense that you do have favor with God because you are justified through Jesus and exhibiting the peace that comes with it.  You are righteous.  This brings a sense of peace and joy.  It is all the work of the Holy Spirit that occurs inside of you.
When can we expect the kingdom?

Mat 3:2  And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

Mat 10:7  And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

Message Bible  Tell them that the kingdom is here. 


At hand near, approaching, nigh, 

The kingdom was near when Jesus talked to his disciples and John the Baptist talked to the Pharisees.  It could not actually take place “in them” until the Holy Spirit was sent after Jesus died.  It was near then.  It is here now.
1Co 15:50  Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. 

Rev 12:10  And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 

Think about the way we think. We often don’t see the kingdom as a present day realm that God occupies within us.  We pray the same prayer that Jesus taught His disciples to pray:

Luk 11:2  And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.

That is an “Old Covenant” prayer.  The kingdom has come.  It is within us.  Then, we also say, “Someday I will inherit a mansion!  I will walk on streets of gold.” We have this idea that the kingdom of heaven is a physical place where everything is perfect in the next world.  The kingdom of heaven is now-within us. The Holy Spirit empowers us to walk in it.
Joh 13:36  Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, whither goest thou? Jesus answered him, Whither I go, thou canst not follow me now; but thou shalt follow me afterwards. 

Joh 13:37  Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee now? I will lay down my life for thy sake. 

Joh 13:38  Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice. 

Peter told Jesus that he would follow Jesus wherever he went and that he would lay down his life for Jesus’ sake.  Jesus said you can’t follow me and go where I go until I “lay down my life for your sake!”  When Jesus was crucified, he made “the way” for Peter and for us to follow Him.  He sent the Spirit of God to live in us.  It is through the Spirit of God that we can be “one with the Father” continually abiding in His presence just as Jesus does. 
Joh 14:1  Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 

Joh 14:2  In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 

Joh 14:3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 

John 14:2 says “In my Father’s house,” Where is the Father’s house?   The kingdom is within us. We are the temple of God.
1Co 3:16  Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 

Jesus prepared a place for the Father to dwell in us by sending the Holy Spirit to dwell in us.  

Joh 14:12-17  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 

Joh 14:13  And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 

Joh 14:14  If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. 

Joh 14:16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 

Joh 14:17  Even the Spirit of truth

Joh 14:20  At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 

Joh 14:25-26  These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. 

Joh 14:26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 

Joh 16:7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 

Joh 16:13-15  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 

Joh 16:14  He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 

Joh 16:15  All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 

The mansion, the kingdom is within us now.  We are His dwelling place.  The Holy Spirit ushers us into His presence.  
2Co 6:2  (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) 

What is salvation?  It is being set free from the condemnation and failure that comes from living our life apart from the presence of God.  It is the complete state of well being in every area of your life.  It is the provision of everything that we need in this life.  It is for today! 

2Pe 1:3  According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:
There will be a more complete manifestation of the kingdom to come in the next age when the flesh is taken out of the way.  I am not denying that.  The point that I am trying to make is that we often miss the fullness that God wants us to walk in today by our “someday” kingdom thinking.

Seek the Kingdom and His Righteousness.  Everything else will follow.
Mat 6:33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 

Gaining maturity as a Christian is linked to becoming skillful in the true concepts concerning the kingdom of God within us (Romans 14:17) 
Heb 5:13  For every one that uses milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 
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